PREFACE	7
Italy, were (like England, as described in George Saintsbury's
Peace of the Augustans) a happy valley with a pleasant town-
metropolis. ' Town/ in the eighteenth-century meaning, was
the men of letters, and the philosophers, and their friends the
statesmen and the intellectual ladies—the people of the salon
and the coffee-house. It was an age with an artistic ideal,
a standard, and a genuine intellectual cosmopolitan elite;
the characteristic men of the eighteenth century—Lessing,
Rousseau, Montesquieu, Voltaire, Franklin, Dr Johnson (in
spite of his prejudices), Mozart, Goethe—were citizens of the
world, and their ability and their intellectual culture were
genuinely first-rate. It was an age tolerant of everything except
of the second-rate.
Tolerance and moderation are very near to each other, if
they are not quite the same thing. The men of the eighteenth
century, at any rate, were moderate as well as tolerant; and
moderation has been called, rightly, " the supreme virtue of
civilized man." Without this all his culture and all his en-
thusiasms are " nothing worth." There are those who believe
that the decline of Europe began, not with the World War of
1914, but farther back, with the French Revolution, which
aroused the consciousness of national honour, unknown to the
eighteenth century, and the fierce competition of national
egotisms, destroyers of Europe's civilization.1
In the present work the essential Continent in the eighteenth
century has been regarded as a social whole. The endeavour
of the author has been to present it in its chief cultural aspect
and its natural background of society and politics. It is not
the special business of the historian to draw morals, but it
is legitimate on occasion to indicate the conclusion to which
his researches may seem to have led. If asked to name, among
the myriad qualities of an age, what may be taken as the
outstanding feature of the eighteenth century on the Continent
1 See Adalbert Wahl, Deutsche Geschichte von der Retchsgrundung bis zum
Ausbruch des Weltkriegs (1926), vol. i, p. vii. The above reference to modera-
tion as " the supreme virtue of civilized man " was made by M. Politis in his
concluding address as President of the Assembly of the League of Nations in
the Thirteenth Ordinary Session, 1932.

